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Thomas More College announces groundbreaking partnership with  

Newport Aquarium and WAVE Foundation 
  

CRESTVIEW HILLS, KY – Thomas More College has announced a significant and unique 

partnership with the Newport Aquarium and its WAVE Foundation, in conjunction with the 

College’s new Marine Biology program which was announced last month.  Professors from 

Thomas More will teach Marine Biology courses onsite at the Aquarium, Thomas More students 

will conduct research onsite, and a new lecture series on conservation of marine systems will be 

offered for the general public. 
  
To provide background on the new program, Biology majors who would like to pursue the field 

of Marine Biology can choose to take the Marine Biology Track, the only one of its kind in the 

state of Kentucky, starting in the ’14-15 school year. Students are expected to fulfill all of the 

requirements for a Biology degree, with an emphasis on those courses that related to the field of 

Marine Biology. This will prepare them for graduate work or future careers in the field of Marine 

Biology. Thomas More College is the only institution in Kentucky offering this type of program. 
  
“It is important for Thomas More College to have mutual beneficial partnerships with local 

entities. The Newport Aquarium is an impressive organization with its top ten national ranking, 

and we’re blazing a new trail with this type of relationship between a college and an aquarium. It 

is exciting that this initiative will provide offerings that have never before been available and 

expand our reach in new ways,” said Thomas More College President David A. Armstrong, 

J.D.    
  
Eric Rose, Vice President and Executive Director of the Newport Aquarium had this to say about 

the partnership: "We are very excited to continue our support for science education in the Greater 

Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky community. This new agreement deepens and expands Newport 

Aquarium's long established relationship with Thomas More College." 
  
“The WAVE Foundation is very pleased to enhance our strong relationship with Thomas More 

College with the addition of this lecture Series. This partnership will advance our shared 

missions of promoting the welfare of aquatic life and the importance of conservation through a 
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variety of educational outlets such as lectures, outreaches and workshops,” said Kathy 

McDonald, Executive Director of the WAVE Foundation which is located inside of the Newport 

Aquarium and strives to educate the community about aquatic life and the importance of 

conserving natural resources. 
  
Classes for the new Marine Biology program will be taught at the Newport Aquarium, in 

addition to being taught at the Biology Field Station on the Ohio River. Students will have the 

chance to capitalize on the teaching and research opportunities available to them at the 

Aquarium.   In addition to a Marine Biology course for college students, Dr. Lorentz will also 

teach an Introduction to Marine Biology dual-credit course for high school students.  High 

school students will have the opportunity to earn college credit while learning at the Aquarium. 
  
"Our students will have the unique opportunity to conduct hands-on research with sharks, 

penguins and all of the other marine organisms onsite," said Dr. Chris Lorentz, Professor of 

Biology and Director of the Environmental Science Program and Biology Field Station. 
  
As part of the new partnership, an annual lecture series will commence in Fall 2015. Speakers for 

the annual lecture will include scientists, educators, journalists or entertainers who will speak on 

the topic of marine biology and/or marine conservation. 
  
"This is an incredibly exciting initiative for Thomas More College, and we are thrilled to be 

partnering with the Newport Aquarium and the WAVE Foundation," said Lorentz.   
  
The strength of Thomas More’s science programs combined with the partnership with the 

Newport Aquarium makes the new Marine Biology program a unique offering. It will give 

students a strong foundation in the biological sciences while specializing in Marine 

Biology. Further, the hands-on practicum requirement for the program fits well with the 

College’s new initiative of an experiential learning requirement for all students, regardless of 

their major. 
  
A growing interest in the field of marine biology has emerged among high school students and 

current Thomas More College students, primarily due to the presence of the Newport Aquarium. 
  
For more information about these new announcements, please visit 

www.thomasmore.edu/marine.  
  

### 
  
About Thomas More College: Thomas More College is a values-based liberal arts institution that is proud to be 

one 10 diocesan colleges in the nation. Located in Crestview Hills, Ky., just 10 minutes from downtown Cincinnati, 

it was originally founded in 1921 by the Benedictine Sisters as Villa Madonna College.  Thomas More offers 

personalized attention and strong academic programs that allow students to have a distinctive and transformative 

experience. Thomas More is routinely named one of the best values in higher education by Money magazine’s Best 

College Buys issue and recognized by the Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching as a ‘selective liberal 

arts college.’    
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